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Bookpourri: Reviews of Books
for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
She is a past president of the Oakland County
Reading Council.

here did the summer go? It seems like only yesterday that I was
acking up my classroom, and here it is already unpacked for my
ew students. I also had to move to a new room so I had to find
new places for all my favorite books and materials. It was quite a
relief to have all the boxes in the hall and everything finally put away. Now
it is fun to focus on the children and to begin to find the books that will
help each of them to love reading and encourage their growth as readers.
For all the reading lessons that we teach, the results from matching that
perfect book for each reader still always amazes me. In the days we have
been together, we have explored Tomie dePaola's picture books and listened to Dahl's James and the Giant Peach. We'll try new books, many of
which are in this column, and I hope that you will find that some of them
meet the needs of your students. If you can help me with information or
review copies for future issues, please write to me at 1750 Woodgate Dr.,
Troy MI 48083.

W

Milz

Books for the Youngest Readers
Bradbury, Ray. Switch on the Night. Illustrations by Leo and Diane Dillon. (Knopf, 2000,
$14.95, ISBN 0-375-80608-3).
First published in 1955, this is an original
fable about a boy who conquers his fear of the
night with the help of a child named Dark. This
is the only picture book for young children
written by the author, and the Dillons exquisitely illustrated it. Dark points out how the night
lights of the stars and moon need to be switched
on so he can enjoy the crickets, frogs, and
happenings of the night. This book is a treasure
not to be missed.
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Bruss, Deborah. Book! Book! Book! Illustrations by Tipanie Beeke. (Scholastic, 2001,
$15.95, ISBN 0-439-13525-7).
When the children go back to school, the animals on the farm are bored. They had no one to
play with, so they head to town to find something
to do. When their leader, the hen, sees happy faces
coming from the library, she decides they should
try there. The animals try to communicate their
need, but it is the hen who finally gets their idea
across to the librarian and is able to check out
three books to entertain the group. A surprise
ending will have everyone in giggles.
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George, Kristine O'Connell. Book! Illustrations by Maggie Smith. (Clarion, 2001, $9.95,
ISBN 0-395-98287-1).
A little boy unwraps a present and finds a
brand new book. His joy is captured in the
simple text and the glowing pictures. Here is a
child who loves reading his book as well as
playing with it.
Jahn-Clough, Lisa. Simon and Molly plus
Hester. (Houghton Mifflin, 2001, $15.00, ISBN
0-618-08220-4).
Simon and Molly are best friends. They love
to ride their two-wheelers, and enjoy buttered
toast together. Then Hester arrives. She wants to
make paper airplanes, and add cinnamon sugar
to the toast. Molly goes along with Hester's
ideas, but Simon wishes things were the way
they were before Hester moved in. How they
solve their problem, and realize that three
friends are even better than two makes for an
engaging story of friendships gained.
Lester, Helen. Score One for the Sloths.
Illustrations by Lynn Munsinger. (Houghton
Mifflin, 2001, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-10857-2).
The sloths at Sleepy Valley Sloth School do
what all sloths love to do -just lie around.
That is except for "lunch three hours" when they
would amble about the slotheteria and eat berries. Then one day a new sloth named Sparky
joins them and drives everyone crazy with her
energy. Fortunately, she is able to save their
school when an inspector comes to check out
their low test-scores. Score one for the latest
unique collaboration from the Lester/Munsinger
team! (In this age of concern for test scores,

maybe there even is a hidden message for teachers to think about.)
McFarland, Lyn Rossiter. Widget. Illustrations by Jim McFarland. (Farrar Straus Giroux,
2001, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-38428-2).
Widget is a dog with no home and no
friends. Then he finds a house that seems
perfect. It even has a door just his size. When
he peeks in, he sees six cats, six beds, and six
bowls of hot food. He runs for the food, only
to be stopped by Mrs. Diggs who informs him
that her cats just can't stand dogs. Widget
proves that he can fit in, and even begins to
forget that he is a dog. That is until an emergency requires his loudest doggy bark, and
everyone realizes how good it is to have a
dog around the house.
Tafuri, Nancy. Silly Little Goose! (Scholastic,
2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-439-06304-3).
Mother Goose sets out on a journey to find a
place for her nest. She finds lots of places that
are nice, but already occupied by other farm
families. Finally, she finds the perfect spot that's
warm, soft, quiet, and cozy. She lays her eggs,
keeps them warm, and is rewarded with her own
little family of goslings to parade with the other
animal families.
Wells, Rosemary. Felix Feels Better.
(Candlewick, 2001, $12.99, ISBN 0-7636-0639-1).
Felix doesn't feel good, and when he doesn't get
better, Mama takes him to Dr. Duck. Felix is
scared, but the doctor lets Mama stay while he
checks him over. Then he gives Felix some medicine and sends him home. The next day, Felix is all
better and ready for lots of new adventures.

For the Picture Book Connoisseur
Best, Cari. Shrinking Violet. Illustrations by
Giselle Potter. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001,
$16.00, ISBN 0-374-36882-1).
Violet is very shy and is always afraid that
everyone is watching her. Then to add to her
misery, Irwin decides to pick on her with a lot of
nasty comments. Poor Violet wishes she could
just shrink away. When her teacher announces
VOLUME

that the class is putting on a play about the solar
system, she doesn't want a part. However, her
understanding teacher gives her the role of Lady
Space who speaks from a dark and mysterious
place - offstage. Violet ends up playing a much
larger part than she ever expected and finds her
own way to realize being exacted the way she
was supposed to be.
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Burleigh, Robert. I Love Going Through This
Book. Illustrations by Dan Yaccarino.
(HarperCollins, 2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-06028805-1).
The boy in this clever book takes the reader
on an exciting adventure as he travels through
the book from beginning to end. He goes
through meadows and woods, crunches through
leaves, climbs a tall mountain, and slides back
down before reaching the end. He has so much
fun that he decides to rest and then go back
through again.
Caseley, Judith. Bully. (Greenwillow, 2001,
$15.95, ISBN 0-688-17867-7).
Mickey tells his former friend Jack, "You
used to be a mouse, and now you've turned into
a great big rat." Jack has become a bully, and he
eats Mickey's cookies at lunch, breaks his
pencil, trips him, and takes his baseball cap.
Taking advice from his family, Mickey tries to
figure out why Jack is being so mean and how to
make him his friend again.
Choi, Yangsook. The Name Jar. (Knopf,
2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-375-80613-X).
Having just arrived from Korea, Unhei is
worried that no one will be able to pronounce
her name so she decides to pick a new one.
However, she doesn't know what to choose.
Then her new friends give her a jar filled with
names she can pick from. As she considers the
many possibilities, she realizes that she likes her
own name best, so she teaches her class just how
to say it. This is a special book assuring children
that being different is a very good thing.
Fraustino, Lisa Rowe. The Hickory Chair.
Illustrations by Benny Andrews. (Scholastic,
2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-590-52248-5).
Louis and his Gran have a special relationship. They sit close in her carved hickory chair,
reading and telling each other stories. She
always tells him that he is her "favorite youngest grandchild with blind sight," though he has
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been blind from birth. When Gran dies, she
leaves notes in her favorite things for those she
loves. Louis can't find his, but he knows that in
her chair, he feels like he is on her lap again.
Here is a gentle story of love between two
generations.
Geisert, Arthur. Nursery Crimes. (Houghton
Mifflin, 2001, $16.00, ISBN 0-618-06487-7).
The Jambonneaus are a family of fourteen
pigs who own a tree nursery and are known for
their topiary trees. Every Thanksgiving, they
trim their trees to look like turkeys, but one
morning they wake up to find that their trees
have all been stolen. They suspect who has
stolen the trees, but can't prove it. Then Mother
Marva has an idea that saves their topiaries and
makes for a perfect autumn story.
Griffin, Kitty and Kathy Combs. Cowboy
Sam and Those Confounded Secrets. Illustrations by Mike Wohnoutka. (Clarion, 2001,
$15 .00, ISBN 0-618-08854-7).
Everyone in town loved Cowboy Sam because
they could always trust him to keep their secrets
under his hat. However, one day, try as he
might, that hat just would not stay on his head,
and finally, it exploded and all the secrets rocketed into outer space. They tried bringing him
things to put his secrets in, but nothing worked
until Sam comes up with the perfect solution to
his problem.
Lee, Milly. Earthquake. Illustrations by
Yangsook Choi. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001,
$16.00, ISBN 0-3 74-39964-6).
On April 18, 1906, an earthquake shook San
Francisco. The city burned for three days and
most of San Francisco was destroyed. This is the
story of a Chinese family that had to leave their
home in Chinatown and travel with hundreds of
refugees to make their way to safety. The book
is based on the memories of the author's mother
who was 8 years old when the earthquake
struck.
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Michigan Connections

Carlstrom, Nancy White. Glory.
Illlustrations by Debra Reid Jenkins.
(Eerdmans, 2001 , $17 .00, ISBN 0-80285143-6).
This story poem celebrates creation and
how each creature - by being and doing what
it was made to be and do - gives glory to its
Creator. The illustrations that accompany the
poem are done in colors that splash vibrantly
across the pages. The illustrator lives in Lowell,
Michigan.
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Hooper, Patricia. Where Do You
Sleep, Little One? Illustrations by John
Winch. (Holiday House, 2001, $16.95,
ISBN 0-8234-1668-2).
This story poem by a Michigan poet
and writer asks and answers where little
animals make their beds in the natural
world. Stunning illustrations bring the
animals and insects to life in this lovely
book.

VoLUME
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Stickney, Anne Elizabeth. Th e Loving Arms of God.
Illustrations by Helen Cann. (Eerdmans, 2001 , $22.00,
ISBN 0-8028-5171-1 ).
This collection is a retelling of stories from the
Bible. The stories that were chosen trace the history of
Israel, show the ministry of Jesus , and how his teachings were spread through the early church. Quotations
from the Bible accompany each story, and questions to
encourage discussions are given. The author lives in
Alto, Michigan.

Wheeler, Lisa. Wool Gathering: A Sheep
Family Reunion. (Atheneum, 2001, $16.00,
ISBN 0-689-84369-0).
In this collection of poems, the sheep family is
gathering for its annual reunion. You'll see Aunt
Eweginia, Sister Alabaster, Hiram, Old Ramses,
and other unique relatives. Picnics, sheep dipping, and baa-dminton are just a few of the many
activities. The author lives in southeastern
Michigan.
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Whelan, Gloria. Return to the Island. (HarperCollins, 2000,
$14.95, ISBN 0-06-028253-3).
The third book in the Island Trilogy finds Mary O'Shea once again
living on her beautiful Mackinac Island. The island is now a bustling
town with traders bringing their furs, and hundreds of Indians camping on its shores. Mary is happily settled back on her family farm
satisfied that she was right in refusing the proposal of James, the
English nobleman who wanted her to marry him and settle in England.
She is hoping to be reunited with White Hawk, her dear Indian friend,
when James returns and declares he will not leave until she consents
to marry him. Her dilemma and how she resolves it makes for a
satisfying story set on our own historic Mackinac Island. The author
lives in northern Michigan.
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Yee, Wong Herbert. Fireman Small: Fire Down
Below! (Houghton Mifflin, 2001, $15.00, ISBN 0-61800707-5).
Fireman Small is forced to leave the fire station
because of a leaky roof, so he moves to the Pink Hotel.
During the night, he realizes that the hotel is on fire, so
he sounds the alarm and then knocks on every door to
save the guests. He helps them down the fire escape and
then climbs to the roof to begin to put out the fire.
Young readers will enjoy reading about the bravery and
ingenuity of Fireman Small. The author is a resident of
Troy.

Folk Tales, and Beyond
Aylesworth, Jim. The Tale of Tricky Fox.
Illustrations by Barbara McClintock. (Scholastic,
2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-439-09543-3).
The book opens with a teacher reading a story
to her class. It is about a fox who wants to trick
some humans into giving him a pig. His brother
has said he will eat his hat if the fox accomplishes his goal. The fox sets off to do it through
tricking some little old ladies into making one
trade after another until he meets up with a
curious teacher who isn't as easy to fool as the
regular humans were. Who will win the bet?
Children will also enjoy making the "Eat-YourHat" cookies on the back cover.
Bierhorst, John. ls My Friend at Home?
Pueblo Fireside Tales. Illustrations by Wendy
Watson. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001, $16.00,
ISBN 0-374-33550-8).
Here are seven stories that were told around a
campfire in the Hopi country of northern Arizona. Some of the things that readers and
listeners will learn are why the mouse walks
softly, why coyotes' Jeeth look broken, how a
mouse brought warm weather, why peaches are
sweet, and why bees have wings. This is indeed a
masterpiece of a storytelling session.
VOLUME

Birdseye, Tom. Look Out, Jack! The Giant is
Back! Illustrations by Will Hillenbrand. (Holiday
House, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1450-7).
When Jack was heard of last, he had outsmarted a giant and made off with his treasures.
The old giant lay dead at the bottom of the
beanstalk. End of story? No, because the dead
giant's big brother comes after him to retrieve
the treasure. Jack and his mother escape
temporarily to the mountains of North Carolina, but the giant tracks them down. Jack has
to use his quick mind to save himself and
truly end the story!
Child, Lauren. Beware of Storybook Wolves.
(Scholastic, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-439-20500X).
Herb loves bedtime stories with scary, hairy
creatures in them. That is, as long as Mom
remembers to take those books out of his room
every night when she is finished reading. One
night, she forgets, and the book lies open on his
bedside table. Suddenly, Herb realizes that some
very scary storybook wolves are considering him
for their dinner. How he uses his fairytale book
collection to save himself makes for an engaging
story with excitement and lots of laughter.
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Kimmel, Eric A. Anansi and the Magic Stick.
Illustrations by Janet Stevens. (Holiday House,
2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1443-4).
Another Anansi story - Hooray! In this latest
retelling by the author, Anansi steals Hyena's
magic stick to make it do his chores. Unfortunately, Anansi doesn't always have complete
control over the magic, and lots of things go
wrong until Hyena regains control of his stick.
Musgrove, Margaret. The Spider Weaver: A
Legend of Kente Cloth. Illustrations by Julia
Cairns. (Blue Sky Press/Scholastic, 2001,
$16.95, ISBN 0-590-98787-9).

The story in this book is told by the weavers
of kente cloth in Ghana and dates back to the
mid-seventeenth century. It tells how a spider
created a web so intricate and colorful that two
weavers who stumbled upon it were amazed and
delighted. At first, they tried to take the web, but
it fell apart as they tried to take it home. When
they returned to try to find the weaver, they
stood back while the spider showed them how to
weave her intricate designs. With joy, the weavers returned to their village, redesigned their
looms, and made the new cloth, today known as
kente cloth.

Full of Information
Brown, Don. A Voice from the Wilderness: The
Story of Anna Howard Shaw. (Houghton Mifflin,
2001, $16.00, ISBN 0-618-08362-6).
Anna Howard Shaw was born in England in
184 7. By the time she was 12, she had crossed
the Atlantic, survived a move from Massachusetts to the woods of Michigan, and settled in the
what could be considered the middle of nowhere.
She became a teacher at 15, earned a theology
degree in 1878, and later earned her medical
degree, though she never practiced as a doctor.
She embraced the cause of women's rights and
was active in the struggle to allow women to
vote. Her story will be inspiring to everyone, but,
especially to girls.
Ganeri, Anita and Nicola Barber. The Young
Persons Guide to the Opera with Music from the
Great Operas on CD. (Harcourt, 2001, $25.00,
ISBN 0-15-216498-7).
The book traces opera from its earliest days
in the courts of Italy and France to modern
days. There are stories behind the operas,
plenty of photographs, and an introduction to
some of the most famous opera singers. There
is a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the work of
the musicians, set designers, and costume
designers who help to bring an opera to the
stage. The accompanying CD has excerpts
from some of the world's best-loved operas,
such as Madame Butterfly, Carmen, and
Rigoletto.
Hoose, Phillip. We Were There, Too! Young
People in U.S. History. (Farrar Straus and
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Giroux, 2001, $26.00, ISBN 0-374-38252-2).
This book tells the unique story of many
young people who have played a part in the
making of our nation. You meet people like 15year-old Abigail and 19-year old Rebecca Bates,
who played the fife and drum that scared off
British soldiers in the War of 1812, 9-year-old
Joseph Miliauskas who worked a 10-hour day in
the coal mines of Pennsylvania, and 19-year-old
Bill Gates who wrote and sold the software
needed to operate millions of personal computers
in homes and offices. The book will be inspiring
to the young people of today.
Kramer, Stephen. Hidden Worlds: Looking
Through a Scientists Microscope. Photographs
by Dennis Kunkel. (Houghton Mifflin, 2001,
$16.00, ISBN 0-618-05546-0).
This book takes you behind the scenes of
Dennis Kunkel 's world of the electron microscope. Amazing photographs show a butterfly's
wing scales, the grains of pollen on a sunflower
petal, a dust mite surrounded by particles of dust,
and numerous insects. Dennis is shown at work
in the field collecting specimens as well as in his
laboratory with his equipment.
Ulmer, Mike. Mis for Maple: A Canadian
Alphabet. Illustrations by Melanie Rose. (Sleeping Bear Press, 2001, $22.95, ISBN
1-58536-051-1).
This latest volume in this outstanding alphabet
series is full of information about our northern
neighbor, Canada. Told in rhyme, it has information about the nation's symbols, its history,
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important cities, yearly events, outstanding
citizens, and its culture. Sidebars add even more
facts to this volume.
Wooldridge, Connie Nordhielm. When Esther
Morris Headed West: Women, Wyoming and the
Right to Vote. Illustrations by Jacqueline Rogers.
(Holiday House, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-82341597-X).
In 1869, at the age of 55, Esther Mae Hobart
McQuigg Slack Morris headed out to Wyoming.
There she came upon a man who shared her

ideas: Colonel William Bright thought women
should be allowed to vote. Together they convinced the legislature to give the women of
Wyoming the right to vote and hold office the
same as men - rights no other women in the
world had. Esther went on to become the first
female to hold public office when she became a
judge. It took until 1920 for the rest of the nation
to allow women to vote, a right that Esther
Morris had helped to secure for the women of
Wyoming so many years before.

Chapter Books For Older Readers
Elliott, David. The Transmogrification of
Roscoe Wizzle. (Candlewick, 2001, $12.99, ISBN
0-7636-1173-5, Primary).
Roscoe Wizzle was an average 10-year-old
until he started eating constantly at a fast food
restaurant named Gussy's. He begins turning
slowly into a giant bug. He and his best friend,
Kinchy Boomer, have a big mystery to solve.
Will it be in time, or will Roscoe completely tum
into a bug and then disappear like three kids
already have?
Hornik, Laurie Miller. The Secrets of Ms.
Snickle s Class. Illustrations by Debbie Tilley.
(Clarion, 2001, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-03435-8,
Primary).
Ms. Snickle's classroom has all kinds of wild
happenings. There are no tests or math lessons,
and free time is their best subject. The most
important rule in the classroom is "No Telling
Secrets," and in this room, there are plenty of
secrets. In fact, Ms. Snickle has a secret button
that she pushes to change her classroom into a
room that she lives in at night. Reminiscent of
Sachar's Wayside School stories, the book has its
own unique reasons for plenty of laughter.
Klise, Kate. Trial by Journal. Illustrations by
M. Sarah Klise. (HarperCollins, 2001, $15.95,
ISBN 0-380-97880-6, Intermediate)
Lily Watson is 12 and in sixth grade when she
is summoned for jury duty - all because of a
new law that requires- a child to serve if the trial
is about a child victim. Her classmate, Perry
Keet, has disappeared, and Bob White is accused
of murdering him and disposing of the body.
VOLUME

With an unlikely cast of fellow jurors, Lily is
sequestered for the trial and required to keep a
journal of the proceedings in lieu of her schoolwork. The story is told through the journal,
illustrations, newspaper accounts, court documents, and even a report that Lily hopes will
suffice for her missed school assignments.
Nagda, Ann Whitehead. Dear Whiskers.
Illustrations by Stephanie Roth. (Holiday House,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-8234-1495-7, Primary).
In this book, fourth-graders begin a pen pal
project with a class of second-graders. Jenny
hates it because she has to pretend to be a mouse
and write short "mice" letters to their pen pals.
Jenny gets even madder when she doesn't get a
return letter, until she discovers that her pen pal
is Sameera, a new little girl from Saudi Arabia
who barely speaks English. How Jenny gets the
unhappy little girl to respond and interested in
the mouse project makes for a heartwarming
chapter book that might cause a few children to
think about how it feels to be a newcomer with
little English in their own school.
Salisbury, Graham. Lord of the Deep.
(Delacorte, 2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-385-72918-9,
Intermediate).
Thirteen-year-old Mikey works as a deckhand
on his stepfather's charter fishing boat in Hawaii. Before Bill came into his life, it was just he
and his mom, but now they're a family with a
little brother, Billy-Jay. Mikey thinks he is the
luckiest guy in the world and Bill is the greatest
skipper anywhere. However, some difficult
clients and a record-breaking fish are a lot
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tougher to deal with than Mikey could ever
imagine. Here is a story that explores the meaning of family, as well as the issues of telling the
truth.
Snyder, Zilpha Keatley. Spyhole Secrets.
(Dealcorte, 2001, $1595, ISBN 0-385-32764-1Intermediate ).
Hallie Meredith is totally miserable. Her father
dies in a horrible car accident, her mother has to
find a job to support them, and they have to
move out of their house into a small apartment in
an old mansion. She even has to give up her

beloved pets. School isn't much better, as she
tries to make new friends and adjust. Hallie
wants to hide away from it all, and winds up in
the mansion's dusty old attic. She discovers a
small stained glass window that she can peek
through and see into a nearby apartment living
room. What she sees gives her less time to think
about her own problems, but creates new problems that she is not quite sure how to deal with.
How she does and how she learns to cope with
her own family tragedy is a thoughtfully crafted
story for intermediate readers.
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Mark your Calendarsl

Michigan Department of Education
Content Literacy Committee
Literacy Conference
Frankenmuth, Michigan
June 26-28, 2002
Come learn about
Iiteracy across content areas,
effective instructional practices, and
up-to-date information about MEAP!

Details will be coming soon!

DON'T MISS IT!

VOLUME
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Call For Manuscripts
Types of Submissions
•

Manuscripts, which should not exceed 15 typed, single-sided, double-spaced pages, may take a
variety of forms:

•

Descriptions of literacy instructional practices that are based upon practical experience or research.

•

Descriptions of students' development as language users.

•

Narratives about our learning or our students' learning that occurred in the school setting or elsewhere.

•

Commentaries on or analysis of issues related to literacy.

•

Research reports and summaries of research published elsewhere.

•

Cartoons or graphics related to literacy.

Peer Review Policy
Each submission will be reviewed by three of the members of the MRA Editorial Review Board. At least
two of the three reviewers will perform roughly the same role as the author; for example, when a classroom
teacher submits an article, at least two of the reviewers will also be current classroom teachers.

Submission Requirements
•

All manuscripts should be prepared using guidelines outlined in the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association.

•

The first page of the submission should contain the title and author's name, address, phone numbers
(work and home), and e-mail address. Also include a two-sentence descriptions of yourself, including affiliation with local reading council, if applicable. Neither membership in MRA nor in a local
council is required for manuscript acceptance.

•

No identifying information should appear anywhere else on the manuscript, since the review process
1s anonymous.

•

Authors should submit four (4) copies of articles along with disk of the article and one stamped, selfaddressed envelope. No manuscripts or disks will be returned.

•

Decisions about manuscripts are normally made within two months .

•
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